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MARCH 11 (legislative day, Fesruary 25) 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 1416} 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1416) for the relief of Giuseppe Valdengo and Albertina Gioglio 
Valdengo, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Giuseppe Valdengo and Albertina Gioglio 
Valdengo. The bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and 

for the payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are 37- and 36-year-old natives and 
citizens of Italy. They last entered the United States as visitors on 
October 4, 1949, to permit .Mr. Valdengo to fulfill a contract as an 
opera singer in the Metropolitan Opera Association. Mrs. Valdengo 
had previously been admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence in 1925 and resided here until 1938 when she returned to 
Italy. 

A letter to the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 








2 GIUSEPPE VALDENGO AND ALBERTINA GIOGLIO VALDENGO 


Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 1416) for the relief of Giuseppe 
Valdengo and Albertina Gioglio Valdengo, aliens. The bill would grant Mr. and 
Mrs. Valdengo peImanent residence in the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. and Mrs. Valdengo are natives and citizens of Italy, who were 
born on May 24, 1914, and October 21, 1915, respectively. They last entered 
the United States at the port of New York on October 4, 1949, when they were 
temporarily admitted until January 29, 1959, to permit Mr. Valdengo to fulfill 
a contract as an opera singer with the Metropolitan Opera Association. They 
were granted extensions of their temporary stay until October 3, 1950. On April 
9, 1951, deportation proceedings were commenced against the aliens. These 
proceedings are still pending. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Valdengo were previously in the United States. Mrs. 
Valdengo was admitted to this country for permanent residence with her mother 
in 1925. She resided here until 1938, when she returned to Italy. On September 
3, 1946, she and her husband, to whom she was married on January 29, 1944, 
entered the United States at the port of New York, when they were admitted for 
a period of 6 months. They were granted extensions of this temporary stay 
until March 5, 1948. They departed from the United States via Laredo, Tex. 
on June 1, 1948; and were readmitted to the United States on July 26, 1948, for 
15 days in transit to England. Subsequently their status was changed to that 
of visitors under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. They departed 
again from the United States in June 1949. They also visited this country 
during July and August 1949 

The files further reflect that Mr. Valdengo, who earns about $20,000 a year, has 
a contract with the Metropolitan Opera Co. for the 1951-52 season, a contract 
with the Columbia Record Co., and one with MGM studios in connection with a 
movie. He stated that he was a member of the musicians’ syndicate in Italy, 
which was under the control of the Fascist Party, from 1933 until 1940, but claimed 
that he had to join it in order to continue his work as a musician. Mr. Valdengo’s 

arents reside in Italy. Mrs. Valdengo’s mother and stepfather reside in the 
Tnited States. Her brother and sister also reside in this country. 

The quota for Italy, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
quota immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record fails, however, 
to present considerations which would justify the enactment of special legislation 
granting them a preference over the many Other aliens in Italy and other foreign 
countries who are awaiting an opportunity to come to this country for permanent 
residence, but who are precluded from doing so at this time because of the over- 
subscription of the quotas to which they are chargeable. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitt VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Victor L. Anfuso, the author of the bill, appeared - 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted a number of affidavits in 
support of the bill which affidavits read in part as follows: 

CaRDINAL’S RESIDENCE, 
New York, January 25, 1952. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


I have known Mr. Giuseppe Valdengo for the past 2 years and from my knowl- 
edge of him during that period I am pleased to recommend his application for 
American citizenship. 


F. CARDINAL SPELLMAN, 
Archbishop of New York. 
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METROPOLITAN OPERA, 
METROPOLITAN OPERA ASSOCIATION, Inc., 
New York, N. Y. , January 2 24, 1952. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Mr. Giuseppe Valdengo has been an important member of the Metropolitan 
Opera Association since 1947. Since that time he has served us each season and 
has performed a great number of leading baritone roles in New York City as well 
as on tour. 

Mr. Valdengo is not only a prominent artist but his honesty and gentlemanlike 
manners have made him a member who is liked by the management as well as by 
his colleagues. There is no doubt that-everyone who has had the opportunity to 
work with Mr. Valdengo would welcome him as an American citizen. 

Very truly yours, 
Max Rvupotr. 


METROPOLITAN OPERA, 
METROPOLITAN OprrRA AssociaTIoN, INc., 
New York, N. Y., February 21, 1961. 
Mr. GruserpPeE VALDENGO, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Vatpenco: I am glad to advise you that it is the intention of the 
management to offer you a contract for the season 1951-52 subject to reaching an 
agreement with you regarding terms and conditions of your contract which will 
be discussed at an early date. 

This notice of intention is furnished in accordance with the provisions of para- 
graph 29 of the basic agreement between the association and AGMA. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rupour Bre, General Manager. 


—_—_——-— 


Tue Natrionat Broapcastine Co., SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, 
New York, January 24, 1952 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am happy to state that the singer Giuseppe Valdengo was chosen by me 
during the seaons 1947-48, 1948-49, and 1949-50 to sing the leading roles in 
the operas Otello, Aida, and Falstaff which were presented by the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra in their regular broadcasts. 

The choice of Mr. Valdengo for these leading roles was due to the fact that 
he is a talented artist, gifted with a good baritone voice. 

I firmly believe that the acquisition of an artist of his standing and value 
would be an asset to the United States. 

Sincerely yours, 
ArtTuRO TOSCANINI. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1416) should be enacted. 


O 





